Remarks 

Applicant appreciates the Examiner's careful review of the application and 
allowance of claims 1-31 . 

Applicant believes rejected claims 32 -35 define over the cited reference of 
record and provides the following remarks in support of the patentability of these claims. 

The Claims Are Novel Over The Reference Bv Loomis 

The Examiner has rejected independent claims 32- 35 under 35 USC 102(b) as 
lacking novelty over the reference by Loomis (US 3,927,798). The Examiner takes the 
position that the Loomis reference describes a vented cap comprising a plurality of 
threads, a lug member 12, 14 having a vent 24, 26 extending along the interior extent of 
said lug member, the vent having a first end open adjacent a mouth of the cap and a 
second opening extending through the plurality of threads, and a gasket 40. 

Applicant respectfully points out that the purpose and operation of the Loomis' 
invention is directly opposite to that of the subject invention. On one hand, Loomis 
teaches a cap that is designed "to pemiit free venting of a tank," and to prevent 
pressure build up when the tank is in motion. To do this, the cap interior is continuously 
vented above the thread connectors to permit venting even when the cap is closed." 
The Loomis' vent holes 24 and 26 "provide a venting means and pressure equalization 
between space 32 and the ambient pressure sunrounding the cap. ...Thus, in any 
an^ngement, the inner ends of the holes 24 and 26 will be open to the space 32 above 
the threads 18," Col. 2, beginning at line 7. Thus, the vents continue to operate to 
release vapor pressure, even when the cap is closed. 

On the other hand, the current invention is designed to release pressure from a 
pressurized fluid system only when a seal is broken. Specifically, the current invention 
has "a vent extending along the interior extent of said lug member so that the vent has a 
first open end adjacent said mouth and a second open end extending through the 
plurality of threads adjacent said end wall." Claim 32. Because of this structure, venting 
does not occur when the cap is closed, but only when it is open. 
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Loomis does not make the claimed invention obvious because it describes a tank 
cap that is useful for venting a tank, and thus teaches away from the use for which 
Applicant's invention is intended. 

Moreover, the characterization of Loomis' structural element 40, as a "gaskef is 
incorrect. The common meaning in the English language of the term "gasket" is "a 
material (as rubber) or a part (as an 0-ring) used to make a joint fluid-tight." Source: 
Merriam-Webster on-line dictionary accessible at www.m-w.com; a printout of the 
definition is attached as Exhibit A. The same source defines a baffle as "a device (as a 
plate, wall, or screen) to deflect, check, or regulate flow or passage (as of a fluid, light, 
or sound) Exhibit B." The specification of the subject invention supports the meaning of 
the gasket on page 8, beginning at line 6, wherein the invention is described as having " 
A cap [that] is disposed with a gasket 28 positioned between the plurality of threads 26 
and the end wall 24 abuttingly contacting the sidewall 18 and the end wall, the gasket 
having a circumference complementary to the periphery of the inner cavity." In contrast, 
Loomis describes in FIGS. 1-5, the use of a circular baffle plate 40 with a vented cap 
that nonnally resides "slightly below the vent holes 24 and 26." However, under 
pressure, the baffle can be forced down by pressure acting on a spring onto a ledge to 
prevent leakage. Since this plate is only engaged under pressure, its function and 
operation are different from that of a gasket, which is a pemrianent and passively acting 
element in the present invention. 

For these reasons. Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner withdraw 
the anticipation rejection of claims 32- 35 in view of the cited reference by Loomis. 

Conclusion 

Applicant thus believes the application is in condition for allowance and requests 
such action from the Examiner at this time. If further prosecution may be aided by a 
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Gonfereoce, Applicant respectfully suggests that CGMnsel may be Gontaeted by 
telephone! at the Examiner's corivenjence. 



RespecJf u! jy subirittted , 



£ririqye G. Estevez 
Reg. No. 37,823 
Linda G. Dolan 
Reg. Nt), 58,353 

Allen, Dyer, Ooppeit, IVIilbrath & (3:ilehrist, P:A. 
255 S. Orange Ave., Suite 140 1 
P. 0. Box 3791 
Orlando, NoFida 32802 
(407J 841-2330 



